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Ten Places to Put Your Money

Unsure where to donate? Children’s activist PETER DALGLISH offers a guide to some of the country’s best-run charities
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The end of December is a convenient time for Canadians to reward charities with financial contributions, particularly when an income tax receipt is required for the current calendar year. As the founder of a successful charity, I am often asked which organizations I think are worthy of support. 

When Peter Drucker, the father of modern business management, is called upon to name his favourite charity, he employs the same standards that he uses in assessing businesses that he believes to be worth investing in. Mr. Drucker goes so far as to state that charities have the obligation to be better managed than businesses “because their work is more important.” He devotes considerable time to the New York-based Peter F. Drucker Foundation, which helps charities be more effective. 

The Canadian chapter, The Peter F. Drucker Canadian Foundation for Non-profit Management, selects one Canadian charity each year that, in its opinion, best represents the qualities of innovation and efficiency that Peter Drucker stand for. When I was the director of Street Kids International, we were honoured to be the first Canadian recipient of this award. 

Peter Drucker’s perennial choice for North America’s best-managed charity is the Salvation Army, which he believes sets the benchmark in the United States and Canada for integrity and innovation. Founded in London in 1865 by William Booth, a former pawnbroker who took up the cause of slum dwellers, prostitutes and prisoners, “The Army” is managed with the finesse of a high-performing Fortune 500 corporation, without losing touch with its constituency. 

The Army never buys expensive half-hour television spots featuring pathetic images of hungry kids to raise money by credit card pledges. Nor does it engage in the questionable practice of child sponsorship, which passes on significant administrative costs to donors. Volunteers are at the organization’s core, reaching out to those most in need, no matter what their religion. The Army is fuelled by compassion tempered with common sense. 

A recent recipient of the Peter F. Drucker Canadian Award is The Evergreen Foundation, which was established by Geoff Cape, a soft-spoken environmental entrepreneur who started out selling plants to college students at Queens University. Evergreen works with Canadian communities—including thousands of schoolchildren—on practical urban environmental projects. The groups Learning Grounds initiative seeks to transform school playground into green spaces, complete with grass, trees, and gardens. 

Evergreen’s advocacy work is clever: Student volunteers in Vancouver and Toronto plaster telephone poles with stickers that read, “Don’t you wish this was a tree.” Evergreen’s partners include Canadian companies with a good track record on environmental issues. The group represents the new breed of Drucker-driven North American charities, more pragmatic than ideological, eager to forge links with progressive companies, lean, creative and youth-centred. 

Inspired by the teaching of Peter Drucker, the following (in alphabetical order) is my list of 10 favourite Canadian charities for 2000. They range from famous international organizations to small, little-known operation. All would appreciate the support of new donors, and make good use of any contribution. 

Amnesty International works on behalf of prisoners of conscience around the world, often in the face of organized opposition by local authorities. AI has an excellent network of clubs in high schools across Canada, providing an important vehicle for adolescents interested in social justice issues. 

Contact information: 214 Montreal Rd., Vanier, Ont. K1L 1A4; (613) 744-7667 or 1-800-AMNESTY www.amnesty.ca 
Calmeadow Foundation was the Canadian pioneer of micro-credit, providing small loans to promote economic development in Canada and the developing world. It was launched by Martin Connell and Linda Haynes in 1983 after they witnessed the utility of micro-credit programs in South Asia. 

Contact information:365 Bay St., suite 600, Toronto, Ont. M5H 2V1; (416) 362-9670 www.calmeadow.com 
Community Foundations exist in many Canadian cities, working with businesses and social service groups to support local initiatives. The Vancouver Community Foundation is the largest in Canada, but all are highly regarded in philanthropic circles. 

Ecology Action Centre is a Halifax-based conservation group that has been active since 1971, campaigning to clean up Halifax harbour, and promoting alternative energy strategies. 

Contact intormation: 1568 Argyle St., Halifax, N.S. B3J 2B3; (902) 429-2202 

The Evergreen Foundation is the award-winning environmental organization referred to above that works with local communities to reintroduce natural, wild spaces to out cities. 

Contact information: 355 Adelaide St. W., Toronto, Ont. M5V 1S2; (416) 596-1495 or 1-888-426-3138 www.info@evergreen.ca 
Mennonite Central Committee of Canada was founded in 1922 to respond to the needs of hungry people in the former Soviet Union. It has earned kudos for its practical, no-nonsense approach to community-based development overseas. In Canada, MCC works with First Nations people, supports refugees, and sets up small-scale co-ops for people out of work. 

Contact information: 134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, Man. R3T 5K9; (204) 261-6381 www.mcc.org 
Raincoast Conservation Society was founded in 1990, dedicated to the protection of Canada’s Great Bear Rainforest, and staunchly opposing the trophy hunting of grizzly bear. 

Contact information: P.O. Box 8663, Victoria, B.C. V8W 3S2; (250) 655-1229 www.raincoast.org 
Santropol Roulant stands in stark contrast to the wildly inaccurate belief that the current generation of Canadian youth are television-watching lay-abouts. This organization, hard at work on Christmas day, involves Montreal young people (many on bicycles) delivering host and nutritious meals to seniors unable to leave their apartments. It is sponsored in part by Café Santropol, an eatery famous for its creative sandwich-making. 

Contact information: 4050 St. Urbain St., Montreal, Que. H2W 1V3; (514) 284-9335 

Young Street Mission is an extraordinarily dedicated team led by Rick Tobias, a minister who has the city’s poorest citizens as his congregation, and the sidewalks and alleyways as is church. YSM delivers meals and hope to the homeless. Completely professional and low key. 

Contact information: 270 Gerrard St. E., Toronto, Ont. M5A 2G4; (416) 929-9614 

Youth Live Centre for Youth Development is one of the most innovative projects for young people living outside the mainstream of society. Youth Live established a successful recycling project in the south end of Halifax in 1994 . Employees gain confidence and learn important job skills. 

Contact information: 5201 Duke St., Halifax, N.S. B3J 3A5; (902) 490-7370 

Peter Dalglish, a lawyer and teacher, was founder of Street Kids International. He currently works for HealthNet in Amsterdam, designing projects for child labourers in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and war-affected children in Sudan and Sierra Leone. 
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